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The name Entomoneis costata (Hustedt) Reimer was introduced by Reimer in Patrick & Reimer 
(1975: 6) for Amphiprora costata Hustedt (1930: 338, fig. 623). However, Amphiprora costata  
Hustedt is a later homonym of Amphiprora costata O’Meara (1869: 151, pl. XII [12]: fig. 6), a 
marine species described from material dredged off the Aran [“Arran”] Islands, Co. Galway, 
Ireland, and is thus illegitimate and cannot form the basis for a new name. 
 
Amphiprora costata Hustedt was described from specimens from two localities: a brackish-water 
site near Cuxhaven, Lower Saxony, Germany and from a slightly salty habitat near Nikolsburg, the 
German name for Mikulov, Břeclav District, South Moravian Region of Czechia. Simonsen (1987: 
121) designated as lectotype “Rb/13. Moravia meridion. Nikolsburg. leg. J. Bílý”. 
 
Several attempts were made to replace Amphiprora costata Hustedt, nom. illeg. The first of these 
was Amphiprora incerta Bílý (1934: 16), the collector, was also illegitimate as Amphiprora incerta 
Mereschkowsky (1903: 168, figs 36–41) had priority. The second replacement name was 
introduced by Cholnoky (1960: 20), who proposed the name Amphiprora hustedtii Cholnoky, but 
this name was preoccupied by Amphiprora hustedtii F.Meister (1937: 264, pl. 8: figs 2–4). A final, 
successful, attempt was made by VanLandingham (1967: 162) who proposed the replacement name 
Amphiprora cholnokyi VanLandingham. This latter name is the earliest legitimate one for the taxon 
currently known as  “Entomoneis costata (Hustedt) Reimer” and the following combination is thus 
required. 
 
Entomoneis cholnokyi (VanLandingham) Guiry, comb. nov. 
Basionym: Amphiprora cholnokyi VanLandingham Catalogue of the fossil and Recent genera and 
species of diatoms and their synonyms. Part I. Acanthoceras through Bacillaria. p. 162, 1967. 

Replaced synonym: Amphiprora costata Hustedt (1930: 338, fig. 623), nom. illeg., non Amphiprora 
costata O’Meara (1869: 151, pl. XII [12]: fig. 6) 

Type locality: “bei Nikolsburg“ [Mikulov in the Břeclav District, South Moravia, Czechia]. 
Lectotype (designated by Simonsen 1987: 121): Slide Rb/13. “Moravia meridion. Nikolsburg. leg. 
J. Bílý” BRM. 

Registration: http://phycobank.org/104834 
Etymology: Named by VanLandingham to honour Béla Jenö Cholnoky (1899–1972) of Hungarian 
origin who worked extensively on the diatom flora of South Africa from 1952 (Wendker 1988).  

Distribution: Widely reported worldwide from North America, Europe, Middle East, SW Asia, 
Asia, Africa, and Australasia; see AlgaeBase (Guiry & Guiry 2024) for detailed records. 

 
Written in profound admiration for Samuel Leighton VanLandingham (1935–2013). 
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